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THEME STATEMENTS

The fcllowing passages suggest the very theme of the book of
Colossians:

1. "...That in all things he wight have the pre-eminence," 1:133

2. "...for in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and in
Him are ye made full...," 2:7,10;

3. "...Your life is hLid with Christ in God," 3:33

4. "...Ckrist, who is our life...," 3:4,

fear ey T T T
SEELETOW QUTLII

Tiermes Christ--the Pre—eminent one, the Ouly and All-Sufficient Savior.

I.. The Pre-eminence and all-sufficiency of the Christ, 1:1-2:10;

2

II. The Christian's life in Rim, 2:20-4:17.

3
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THE SALUTATION

Paul refers to the source of the Letter.

N2
o

The nawme "Paul" suggests the universality of the gospel.

Paul was an "apostle of Christ".

"Christ" refers to the Lord's office (position): Prophet, Priest,
and Kiag.

Paul was an apostle of Christ through the will of God.

The letter is also from Timothy, “our (the) brother".

He specifies thiose addressed.

10
2

L w

3.

Ysaints''.

it is wvritten to the
Tt is written to the "saints and faithful brethren®.
It is written to the "saints and faithful brethren in Christ, at

Zolossae.

He expresses his salutatory prayer for grace and peace to be upon

o

k3
3

hose addressed.

"Grace" is God's wonderful favor, out of which comes divine

¥

is a divine blessing-—-2 consequence of "srace®.
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Source, 1l:1.

1. The naue "Paul" suggests the universality of the gospel.

2. Taul was aun "apostle of Christ.”™

3. "Christ" refers to the Lord's office (position): Prophet, Priest, and
King.

&, Paul was an apostle of Christ through the will of God.

Y
T’l

he letter is also from Timothy, our (ti:e) brotler.”

v

°

Those addressed, 132a

1]

s written to the "saints".

o
L
i
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s written to the "saints and faithful brethren.”
3. It is vritten to the “saints and faithful “rethren in Christ, at

Colossae.

Salutatory prayer, 1:2b
1. This was Paul's cormon salutatory prayer.
2. "Grace" is God's wonderful favor, out of which comes divine blessings.

3. "Peace" is a divine blessing--a consequence of "grace".

Thanksgiving for the Colossians, 1:3.
1. Paul was thanlkful for the Colossians.
2. Tl expressed his thanks.

3. ile expressed his thanks to God~-and told these brethren about it.

God, 1:3

1. The one to whom Paul expressed his thanks for the Colossian brethren.

2. The Tather of our Lord Jesus Christ.




Prayer for the Colossians, 1:3-5.

1.
2.
3.
4

Tiie Gospel, 135,86,

1‘
2.

Epaphras, 1:06-3.

I.
2.
3.

b,

Paul always prayed for these brethren;
Because of their faith~-of which he had heard;
Recause of their brotherly love;

Because of their hope.

his was a basis upon which Psul prayed for the Colossian brethiren
{their hope);

The hope was laid up for them in the heavens;

They had heard before of the Lope laid up;

This hope is involved in "the word of the turth of the gospel.”

[

Produces hopes

Had come to the Colossians;

liad come to all the worldg

Was in all the world "bearing fruit and iuncreasing''s

fiad bornme fruit amouny the Colossians since the day they heard itg

hey had learned it from IDpaphras.

"

Was the one who had brought the gospel to Colossae;
Has Paul's beloved fellow-servant;
tlas a faithful winister of Christg

flad declared to Paul their love in the Spirit.
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Prayer for the Colossians, 1:7-12.

1.
2.

S e

(¥4

i
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1.

Paul prayed for them because of their faith, love, and hope.

ile prayed for them since the day he "heard it."

iie prayed for them uunceasingly;

tle prayed that they migiht be characterized by knowledge (of God's

vill), wisdom, and understandin

o

lie prayed; that as a consequence of knowledge, wisdon, and
understanding, they night

(1) Walk worthily of the Lord;

(2) Be pleasiug unto allg

(3) Eear fruit in every good works

(4) increase in knowledge of Gods

(5) Be strengtliened with all powers

(6) Pe patient;

(7) Be longsuffering;

(2) Re joyfulj

(8) Be thankful.

Father, 1312-14.
Paul prayed that the Colossian brethren would be thankful unto the

¥

Father;
fle nade us suitable to be partakers of the inheritance of the saintsj
ie delivered us out of the power of darlinesss

Hie tanslated us into the kingdom of the "Son of liis Love.



The Son is the "Son of #is (God's) love'--His dear Son.

has a ninpgdon.

Therefore, he is fing.

Therefore, the kinguom L.as been established.

Colossians
Iiis
i.
2. ile
3.
fg
5. In
G. e
7. ‘e
8. In
2. Ve
6. In
11. He
2. lie
13 ° fie
14, In
1%, In
146,

teconciliation, 1:20-27.

1.
9

e

3.

him we have redemption--the forgiveness of our

is the imaze of the invisidle Godj

is the firstborm of all creation;

him were all things created-—in him, through him, and unto him.

before all things.

him all thiags are Mield together.”

is the head of the body, the churchg
is the begiunings
is the first Lorn from the deads

all things he is the preeminent one.

him all the fulmess Jwells-—according to God's

Tharough him is reconciliation.
S

Is

o

o3

through Curist.

This, according to the TFather's pleasure;

sines

good pleasure.

Involved (and follows) the mshking of "peace through the blood of 1}

cross's

Involves all things——on earth, and in heavenj

Includes the Colossians

(1)
(2)
(3)
(43

Y3

been alienated;

hey Lad been enemies;

They had been of evil mind and worils;

Through the Lord's death they were reconciled.
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To present vou...before him." 1:22,23,

~

¢

T

1. These had been reconciled in order that they wmigit be presented

"before hint" holy, without Llenish, and unreprovable.

a

2. They would be presented to Hlim in this fashion IF they
(1) Conmtinued in the faithj
(2) Remained grounded and steadfast;

(3) lioved not away frou the hope of the gospel.

.

The Gogspel-—-in 1323,

1. Produces hopes;

2. It is possible to move away from the hope of the gospel;
3. e cught not move away from the hope of the gospel;

4. The Colossians had heard 1itg

5. It had been preached in all creationg

7. Paul was a wminister of it.

Paul's suffering, 1324,

1. The fact of it--'"my sufferings";

2. The joy of it--"low I rejoice..";

3. The object of it--"..for your sake.,...for his body's sake..";

4. The meaning of it--"..and fill up on ny part that whichi is lack
the afflictions of Chr{st..,";

5. The how of it--"..in ay flesh..".




Paul's Winistry, 1334,25,
o 9 9

k)

for the Lord's hody, the church

wa

1. Involved suffer

::
&
§

2. Paul vas 2 ninister of the churchsg

3. It vas according to the stevardsiip of Gody

4. It was "to you-verd"--included the Colcs iansg
[

5.

= -1

a6 in order to fulfill the word of Cou.

God's Mystery, 1325-27.

1. It is the word of Cod;

2. Had been concealeds

3. Is nov revealed to his saintsg
4, God was pleased to make it Lmowun;

5. It includes the CGentiles;

. This mystery is: Christ im you-—~the hiope of glory.
7. C£. Oph. 3:1-7,

The Christ, 1:27,23.

1. Christ dwells in his saints:

5 fact is the nystery revealed;
o 2

5
-1
s

2. Th

3. "Christ in you" is the basis of the hope of glory;

A

&, Paul proclaimed (preached) the Christ.

Proclaiming Christ, 1:23.

1. The fact of it--Paul proclaimed Christs
& 2

2. The how of it--"admonishing every man and teaching every wman wisely

- 1

G. The design of it--"that we may present every man perfect

in Christ."

",

9
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Presenting every wman, 1328,

1. Paul desired to present every wan perfect in Christs

2. To this end he labored;

3. To this end he exerted all his streugth in reliunce upon the pover of
God within hin.

L, CE. v 22,



Colossians CHAPTER THO

"I Strive for you.." 231,32,
1. Paul had wentioned (in 1:23,27) his labors for all men, in reliance
upon tihe power of God within him.

2. Ie uow coutinues to discuss his working for all mesn.

-
1

3. He would hiave the Colossian brethren to mow of his striving for them,
and that he did strive “greatly” in their behalf.

%, le refers to those For whowm he stroves
(1) "For you"--the Colossian brethrens
(2) "For them at Lazodicea';

(3) Even for zll to whom he was not personally kanown.

wn

. e refers to that for which he strove--the objectives:
(1) That their hearts micht be comforteds
(2) That they might be knit together in loves
(3) That they wigiit advance in understanding, and in the riches of the
assurance which understanding gives;

(4) That they might know the mystery of God--even Christ.

"Gven Christ," 2:2,3.

1. Paul worked to the end that all misht kmow the Christ.

Z. The Christ is the "mystery of God". Cf. 1:26,27.

J. There are treasures of knowledge; ther2 are treasures of wisdom. These
treasures of wisdon: and knowledge are hidden (stored up) in Christ.

ese (real) treasures are in Christ--unot where "peculiar Judaism"

revi
ity

looked for then.
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"That no cne may delude vour..." 234,5.

1. Paul had eophasized that he worked that men might %know the Christ, and
tiie treasures of wisdou and knouledge in nim.

2. He had euphasized these points in order to keep the Colossian brethren
from being led astray, deceived.

2. There was a definite possibility that they could be led astray.

4. It was possible for them to be deceived through "persuasiveness of
speech" or "enticing words".

)

5. Paul emphasized his concern about them: that though absent he was

present.

6. He rejoiced because of their “order" and "steadfastness”

".o080 walk iu nia," 2:8,7.

1. The Colossiun hrethren had received the Christg
2. Christ is Jesus, Our Lord;
3. They are instructed to ":eep on walking in him"
(1) Dealizing !!is all-sufficiency;
(2) ilot listening to the foolishness of the Judaizers.
L. Ualiing in Uim would involves
(1) Continuing to be "rooted" in himg
(2) Continuing to be "builded up in him";
(2 Continuing to be established in the faith, as they had heen taughts

(4) Abounding in thanksgiving.

"...lest..any...maketh spoil of you.." 2:8.
1. These Colossian brethren are aduwonished to "take heed,” "take care,"

"beware," lest others lead them astray.

Z2. Lfforts vere Deing made to lead them astray.
3. These efforts would employ (and did enploy)

(1) fluman philosophies;

(2) Vain deceit (idle fancies);
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3. Continued.
(2) Numan traditions;
(4) Worldly rudiments (elewents, notions).
4. Those who made these efforits would not be coucerned sbout following

Christ.

Christ, 2:9-11

1. Those who were seeking to lead these brethren astrday were not concerncd

about following the Christ.
2. It is in Cbrist that the fullness of God's nature duells embodied;
3. It is in him that "ye wvere nade full" {couplete);

&, Be iz the head of all principality and pouer;

. In ©ii is spiritual circumcision.

»

Spiritual Circumcision, 2:11,12

Spiritual circumcision is in Christ.

P
°

Tt i3 a circumcision 'not made with hands®;

LS B
o

°

It involves putting off the sinful desires of the fleshg

4, It is the "circumcision of Christ’ (subjective genitive, not objective

genitive)~~the circuucision which the Christ made possible, which ke

inaugurated,
5. This circumcision is the spiritual life wiich follows bLaptism, and
which is made possible by baptism. Ilote: "Having been buried" is Aor.

pass. pt. denoting action antecedent to the spiritual circumcision.

L%

. .

G. This again indicates that those causing trouble in Colossae vere a type

-

of Judairzers.
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Daptism, 22:11,12
1. Is essential to and precedes the spiritual circumcisiong

2. Iavolves a bhurialjg

L

. In baptism one unites himself with the burial of the Christg

. Involves a resurrection;

el

5. In baptism one unites himself with the resurrection of the Christg
5. In baptism one is raised (with the Christ) through the faith of the
working of God--the working of God produces the faith (in the

individual) by vhich one is raised with Christ in baptism.

Gody 2:12,13

1. The working of God produces the faith, through vhich one is raised with
Christ in haptisa.

2. God raised Curist from the dead,

a

3. God had reised these brethren from the dead.

"And you...did he make alive," 2:12-1%

1. Paul had mentioned rhat God raised Christ from the dead.

2. He nov emphasizes that God had raised these brethren from the dead,
3. This is similar to Eph. 1:19-2:1fF.

4. These had been "dead through their trespasses™;

43}

5. They had hcen dead in the "uncircuncision™ of their fleshi--their sinful
lives when outside the Christ.
6. Paul re-empliasizess "You, I say, did Ie make alive";
(1) Together with Chrisi;
(2) Having forgiven all their trespasses;
(2) Faving blotted out the bond written in ordinances.
(4) Whe being "alive" would be equivaleut ro the spiritual circwacision,

and would be preceded by
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6. (&) Continued.
A. The death, burial, and resurrection of the Christ;
The blotting out of the bond writteu in ordinances:

n
i3e

C. Their forgiveness (in baptism).

-~ 7
N

The bond written in ordinances, 2:l4
1. The blotting out of the "bond written in ordinances" preceded and was

essential to their being made "alive".

2. The "bond writtem in ordinances" was the Mosaic Law.
o] T+ W ndma W d g 1" . o ¥ 17 oy 1d l-' ‘t
3. It was "against us™ and was "contrary to us. o man cou eep 1

perfectly, and the law could not justify. OCf. Gal. 2:1G; Gal. 3311
Bom. 3:20.

4. Was "blotted out". Cf. Rom. 7343 Heb. 1037,

5. It was "taken out of the way"s

6. Tt was nailed to the cross.

"faving despoiled the principalities and the powers.." 2315
1. Paul had discussed principalities and powers, and Christ's relationship

ci
to them, in 1:1& and 2:10.
2. God despoiled the hostile principalities and powers, and boldly
displayed thew as his conquests. e displayed them publicly as
"conquered"; ¥e was triumphant over them.
3. Cf. Heb. 23143 Eph. 4383 1 Jno. 338.
4. This emphasizes
(1) The Lord’s authority and power, even over the hostile Satanic
worlds
{2) The errors of the Colossian Judaizers who claimed that these povers

still controlled, and that protection was by means of following

Judaistic rules and regulations.
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Prief Surmary of: "And you...did be ma

before their baptism, had been dead

[

. Thege,

(250

Their trespasses;

The wncircuncision of their

o
T
~

3
12

lut now, they aad been made alive, by God,
haviag

()
(2

(3)

Forgiven their trespasses,

Elotted out the llosaic Law,

"Let no man therefore judge you..." 2:15-1%,

i i:asizes that these brethren should

-0

Paul e

J

together with Christ, God

Triumphed over all hostile principalities and povers.

not permit the '"peculiar

Judaizers" to "judge” them in matters pertzining to the Mosaic Law.

lie specifies gome of these matterss
(1) "Mieat"--eating;

(2)

"Dripik'--drinking--that

to eat and drink, and vien to fast.
(3)
4)

(%)

"Feast days"--festivals;
"A new moon'";

"A sabbath day."

(1) They were a "shadou" of coming thinssg
{2) The body (which

&4

involved in holding fast to the Christ.

He specifies some of

Juadizers's

(1) Prideful hunility;

(2) Worshipping of angels;

iz, what to eat and what aot te eat; when

3. iie states the truth regarding the things of the laws

made the shadow) is Carist's.

He re-erphasizes: "Let no man rob you of your prize"--the prize

he teachings and attitudes of the "peculiar



4,

fle then lists scme of these ordinancess

(1) Handle not,

(2) Taste not, (Tote: Ysed with reference to the perishable, the
(2) Touch not, physical, the material.)

Paul brands these ordinances as ‘'precepts {(commandments) and doctrines

of men."™ C£. ilt, 1%2:0.

Paul explains that these (ordincnces) things

(1) iiave au appearance of wisdom, in being applied to
A. Self-imposed worships
3

B. Affectation of hunilitys

C. Severity to the body-~but

(2) That these arc of nc value in coubating the sinful desires of tue

flesh.

Summary: SURJDOCT 10T YOURSELVES 70 TIUMAIT ORDINAIICES

(1} he obtligation stated——"Why as though living in the world,
subject yourselves to ordinances?"

(2) The grounds for it--
A. You died with the Christ, and

3

3. You thereby died to hwaan rules and regulations.
(3) The identification of then~-(doctines of men)--

A. Handle not,

. Taste not,

C. Touch not--all used with reference to the perishable.
(4) The truth reparding them—-

A. They have an appearance of wisdom, but

B. They are of no value in couwbating the sinful desires of

flesh.
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Seelt the tuings t

1.

thalt are ahove...' Dzl-f

Taul rafers to the fact that these had been raised with Christ.

(1), ;efore beconing Thristizuns they were dead; v. 13,

(2 nkey tad been '"raised" from the dead in their Laptism, v. 12.

(3) . Iu their baptism they had hecome united with the Thrist's
resurrection.

Paul emphasizes their obligation to "keep on seeling’ (prescst tense)

piritual, the heavenly,

o

the things above——the

s seated above, on the ¢

¥

fe states that Christ
Ting, acd with autherity.
fle re~emphasizes their obligation to set their

at

things above——not on irhe ea thly things.

lle states again the basis for their obligation:
(1) "ror
(2} YAud

Ye cites the reward for seeking the thinps

your life is hid with Thrist in God."

that

the eternal.

ight

nds {affections) on

aboves

are

(1) ¢hrist (vho is our life), in vhom our life is hid) will appear;
{2) Those vho have sousht the things that are above "ill be jioni-
fested with bhim in glory.”
A surmarys FIRSY THINGS FIneT
(1) The obligation stated:
. feel the things that are aboves
J. Get your miund on the things that are ahove;

€. fet not your mind on things
grounds for its
"Ye died"--

. '"Ye were raised with Christ'-

that are upon the earth.

C. "Your life is hid with Christ in God.."

T. Christ is our life.
for ir—--—

shall

Levard

K

Christ he manifested;

B. The righteous shall be wanifested with

Bim in glory.



"Put to death...your wembers...," 3:5-10.
1. Pael iustructs thesc brethren to "put to death their Yeartlusard
inclinations”-- (Veymouth)

R4l 30N [a]
CRTN ]

(1) They had died with Christ, v. 2, andi 227

(2) They had been adnonished to "saeh the things that are above.”

~~

3} They wust "kill" every inclination toward sinful earthly thiags.

2. He identifies eartiwrard inclinations--
{1) TFornication--illicit physicol relatinuship;
(2) Uncleanness—-genersal term, illicit physical matterss

(3) Passion—-siuful feelings;
(4) Zvil desire--which producces the "passion™;
(5) Covetousness—-whick partalies of the very nature of idolatry.
2. Paul shows the consequences of such sinss
(1) They are characteristic of "the sons of disobedience";
(2) These things have always, do now, and always will occasion God's
vrath.
» He states that these hrethren wvere "once" puilty of such practices:

1

(1) They once "walked" in such things;

(2) They once "lived" in such things;

1,
¥

(3) ™his, hefore they becane fGhristians.

wn

- e states that they must no louger practice such thingss

-~

1) Miow"--you have bLecome Christiane; you are in Christ; vour life
is hid with Christ.

(2) "Vow=--put them all away."
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INTRODUCTCNY DEVIEY

"Put to death...your members,” 3:5-10.

instructs these Lrethren to "put to death" their "earthward

2. ¥e identifies these earthward inclinations.

2 kA £~

3. He shows the consequences of such sins.
h

4, He states that these brathren vere "ouce' suilty of such practices,
[

Y. Ue states that they nust no louger practice such

7. e discusses in particular the sin of lying.

3

. e refers to the grounds upon which these imstructions are given.
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G. Paul gives snother list of sins (earthvard inclinations) to he put
away:

(1) Auger--feelings of radness, exasperationg

{2) Vreth~-feelings of madness reaching the boiling points

(2) 1ialice--mesness, growing out of the feelings;
(#) Pailing--blasphenys

(%) Shareful speaking-—prof

+ Taul discussas in particular the sin of lying:

e

{1) "Lie not oune to avother."

(2) Lying is anothier of the earthward imclinations.

(3) Tying would be included in spealking.”

5. He refers to the grounds upon which these instructions are given:

) You have put off the "old man" with his doings;

-

You have put on the 'mew man"j the Christiam iz a new creature.

(1
(2

]
~r

. Summary on3 TARTHUARD INCLIDATIONS.
(1) ™hose who have them—-
A. The soms of :lisobediences
. The "old man"
C. These Dhrethren once practiced such thingsg

(2) The identification of them——

A. Foruication, F. Anger,

B. Uanclearmess, G. Vrath,

C. TPagsiony T. Halice,

P. Bvil desire, I. Bailing,

L. Covetousness, J. Shaneiful speaking.

(3) God's attitude toward them—-they occasion God's wrath.
(%#) “he Christien's obligation with reference to them—-
A. Put them to deaths;
B. Put them all away;

C. Put on the llew man.



thae life of asin

r

2. Hew nan: i3 opposite o "old man".
3. The nev wman does unot have the "eartiward inclinations.
4. The nmev man 15 created by CGod.
5. The new man is constantly renewed, so as to be come like God,
5. To the new man there is neither

(1) Greek nor Jew,

(2) Circuzcision nor uncircumcision,

(2) DRarbarian, Scythian, Londman, Sreeran.
7. To the nev non the Christ is all, and in all-~the only and all-

sufficient savior.

"Put on therefore..." 3:172-14,

1. Paul Lad erphasized putting to death earthward inclimatious.

2. e stated that these bretlhren had "put on the new man" (V. 10).
3. He now empuasized "putting on" the attributes of the "news man."
4o Paul calls these

(1) God's elect,

(2) God's holy,

(3) God's beloved.
5. He tells then te put on

A heart of cowpassiong

Nt

Vindress,

St N st

L3

Lowliness,
tleeliness,

Longsuffering,

Eat

[
N St g e’

Forbearance,

AN AN AN AN AN N
) i~

Forgiveness——
A. "If any man have a complaint apainst any..."
B. "As Christ forgave you."

(

o

) Tove--above all--for it is the bond of perfectness (union).
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"The peace of Christ..." 233

1. Paul countinues to discuecs the attributes of the "newy man.V

2. He adrouishes these Lrethren to let vhe peace of Christ rulz in thelr
liearts.

2. This is the peace in the Christian, whicl is made posssil:le through
the Christ.

£, This peace 1s to arbitrate-—to settle all guestiowings in the haart,

They vwere called to this peace, as Lelonging to the Tord's one body.

4. Paul says, 'AHnd be ve thankful."

o

The word of Christ...'" 2314,

1. Paul tells these Lretnren to let the word of Christ dwell in their

. It is to dwell asz a "rich creasure."
2. A4s a consequence of this indwelling they would sings
(1) This singing would involve psalus, hymas, and spiritual songs;
(2) 2y this singing they would be teaching and admonishing one
anothers
(3) ™his "teaching" and “adwonisiing” uould be "in wisdom."
(4) "This singing would be uith "grace" in their lLearts.
(5) This singing would be “with Go:."
4. Hote carefully-——
(1) If the peace of Christ is to rule in the hearts and
(2) If the word of Christ is to dyell in the hearts; then
(2) It is the word of Christ, dwelling in the heart, which makes

possible the peace of Christ.

"...In the name of the Lord," 3:17.

1. Paul tells these brethren to do all in the name of the Lord.

2. This emphasizes the Lord's authority.

2. This authority relates to all which the Christian does--to hoth word
and deed.

L. They are told to have and to express their thanks to God, through His.
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Hote carefully--
Such statemnents as--
1. "Even as the Lord forgave you," (v, 12)
2. "the peace of Christ," (v. 1%)
3. "the word of Christ," (v. 15)

"in the uaue of the Lord Jesus," (v. 17), and

b
o
)

(K.}

« "giving than%ks....through Him," (v. 17~~
[&] [ 3

emphasize the all-sufficiency of the {hrist.

ives, 3:13
1. Paul adnonishes wives to be in subiection to their own hushands.
e

. He states that their meeting this obligation is "fitting in the Yord.,"

P * n
3. Cf. ITph. G122

le Lutinw

Tiusbands, 3:1%.
1. Paul admonishes husbands to love their wives.
2. le says, "..and be not bitter against them,"

3. Cf. Eph. 5:25,20fF.

Children, 3320.
1. Paul instructs children to ohey their parents in all things.

2. Te states that this is "well-pleasing in the Lord."

Fathers, 3:21.
1. Paul instructs fathers not to provoke thkeir children, that they be not
discouraged.

Z. CE. Tph. fié.

Servants, 3:22-25,

l. Bervants are told to obey their fleshly nasters.

¥

2. They are told not to serve as '"men-pleasers."
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They are told to serve with pure hearts, snd fear the Lord.

4. They are told to work "heartily, as unto the Lord."

5. Pe reumilnds them that their real reward will come from the Lord.

6. Paul enphasizes that one reaps as he li2s sown, and that God is no
respecter of persons.

lizsters, &:1 CHAPTER FOUR

1. Paul instructs wasters to deal justly and equitably with their ser~
vants.

2. They are reninded that they also have a master in heaven.

"Continue Steadfastly in prayer..." %4:2-4,

1.

™
.

Paul instructs the Colossian brethren to pray.
tle tells them to 'continue steadfastly'" in prayer. Cf. Acts 2:42.
He tells them to "watch" (being intent on it--UYeymouth) in prayer.
Cf. Mt. 25:13.
lie tells them to be thankful and to express their thanksgiving.
Paul especially requests these brethren to pray in his own behalfs
(1) 7hat God woulé open a door for the words
(2) That he night speak the "mystery of Christ"-—-

A. The Yord,

B. For which Paul was in Londs (in prison);

(3) Tuat he might preach and teach the word as he ought.
2

Chservations:
(1) Paul believed in prayers
A. T1le prayed himself, and
F. He tauglit others to pray.
(2) Ye must pray
A. Steadfastly,
3. Watching,
C. Uith thanlsgiving.
(3) Ve should pray for all those who arc preaching and teaching the

gospel,
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(4) e should request other to pray for us,

{f) The Vystery of Shrist is the Gospel.

(6) We should pray for aud use our Gosd-given opportunities.
(7) Ve rust be willing te suffer for the gospel.

(8) Ve nwust be concerned about Licy to speal: the gospel.

Yalk in Yisdom, A:5.

Paul instructs the Colossian brethren regarding their influence upon
outsiders.

Z. He tells them to walk in wisdom (wisely).

-

2. Ye tells them to redeemt the time--use their opportunities.
e CE. eph. 5315,106,
5. Observations:

(1) Ve must be coucerned about those without.,

(2) Christians must guard and properly use their influence.

(3) Ue nust be mindful of and properly use our cpportunities.

dpeeciy with prace, 4:6.
I. Paul instructs the folossian brethren regarding their speech.
. e tells them to let their speech be always '"with grace"--in love and
kindness.
3. e tells then to let tlieir speech be always "secasoned with sale"
(vliolesome, bDeneficial).
4. Paul states that thus they would be able to answer every one.
5. Observations:
(1) Ve nust be cereful with reference to our speech;
(2) Our speech rmst always menifest kinudness and love;
(3) Our speech should contain instructiom whicl: is wholesome and
eneficialg
(%4) Others have a right to inquire as to cur faith.
(%) Ve rwst be willing and able to answver.

(6) Ve nust be concerned about "how" to speak.



Tychiicus

1. Paul

and Onesimus, %37-2

states that Tychicus would nalke Lnown to the Colossian brethren

all bis (Paul's) affairs.

2. e calls Tychicus

(D
(2)
()

The beloved brother,
Faithful minister,

«

Fellov=-servant in the Lord.

2]

3. Ue states that he had sent Tychicus for this very purpose:

(1)
(2)
(2)
o Cf.

B

Paul

1924
°

N
L3

(1
(2)

7. Paﬁl

that

7o male kpown his affairs
That they might know Paul's states

That he (Tychicus) might comfort their hearts.

nph. 221,22,

states that he was sending Tychicus "together with Onesimus.”

Negarding Onesinus Paul

Calls him tine faithful and beloved brother;

Says he "is one of you'--of Colossae, UWell-“nown to the church at
Colossae.

re-states that Tychicus and Onesimus would make knovm "all things

are done here."

3. Observations:

(D
(2)

~
[
St

(%)

(s

Paul appreciated hiis faithful co-laborers.

e should all strive alvays to be

A. Teloved brethren,

B. Faithful ministers,

C. Fellow-servants in the Lord.

Paul wss deeply concerned about tiie feelings of others, and was
anxicus to provide confort.

Onesimus was a run-away slave, belonging to Philemon, who had
likely stolen something from his master, znd had fled to Rome.
In Rome he had contacted Paul, had become a Christian, and Paul
w@as sending hinm back to Philemon. Mence, a great lesson on the
providence of God.

Since Onesimus was "one of vou," aud since Onesimus belonged to
Philemon, and since a church met in the house of Philemon

(Phile.2), evidently the church at colossae met in the house of

Philewon.
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Jinn that have heen a
Pegarding Aristarchus, Paul
(1)
(23

Regarding Hark, Paul says

(1)

says
fle is my fellow-prisoner;

He saluteth vou.

comfort unto me.... £:10,1

1

Ve is the cousin of Parnabas;

(2) You have received instructions concerning lim;

(3) If ne comes to you receive hin~-welcome him;

(4) e salutes you.

Pegarding Jesus, Paul says

(1) Ye is also called Justus;

(2) Ic alsc salutes you.

Regarding these three, Taul says

(1) Tuey are Jewish Christians;

(2) They are wmy only Jewish Christian fellow-workers in the interest
of the kingdom of Lod;

(3) They have been a comfort unto me., Gf. Phil, 1:15-17.

Cbservationss

(1) On Aristarchus see Acts 17:27; Acts 20343 Acts 27:23 Phile. 24.

(7) On tark see Acts 128133 Acts 123253 1 Fet. 53133 Acts 13:5; Acts
132125 Acts 15:36-413 Phile. 243 2 Tim.bzll.

(2) theat a remarkable privilege it was for these men to iiave heen

able to comfort Paul in time of need.

bilene it is for us to be able to comfort others in time of

Epaplhras, £2:12,13.

.

Negarding Epaphras, Paul saysg--
(v
(2) He

(2) He sends his greetingss
(&) Ye prays for you:
A. e always "strives" for
endeavor with strenuous
L. Fe prays that you might
the will of God;
C. Ue prays that you might

God.

And, wvhat a vonderful pri-

need.

is one of you--of Colossae;

is a bondservant of Clhirist Jesus;

you in his prayers. (Strive means to
zeal,)

stand perfect (firm, complete) in all
he will of

be "fully assured" in all &
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Paul says further;, "For I bLear him witness that he hath much labor"
(is deeply concerned about)
(1) Tor you bkrethren of Colossac;
(2) TFor then of Laodiceas
(2) For tihen of Nierapolis.
Cf. 137,
Observationss:
(1) The Prayers of Epaphras--
A. Ye prayed often;
B. WUis prayers involved deep and earnest concern for others;
C. He sirove in prayer for others;
D. f{ie prayed that others maight "stand firn,"
E. e praved that others niglt be "fully assured"--have clear

convictions.

(2) We should be "bondservants" of Christ Jesus.
(3) 1le should pray earnestly and work zealously for others.
(4) We should strive always to be complete, to "stand firm," and to

have "clear convictions™ with reference to God's will.
(%) Ve should be concerned about the welfare of every congregation

of God's people.

Luke, %314,

1,

Paul maiies specific mention of Luke.

e calls Luke "the Beloved physician.”

e states that Luke sent his greetings to the Colossian brethren.
Observation: Luke had joined Paul on the second missionary tour, at
Troas, Acts 14:1C. He had been a dependable, loyal, cfficient
fellov-worker, and faithful servant of the Lord. He is a wonderful

exanple of devoted service.

Demas, &4:14,

1.

-
4
.

Paul malies reference to Demas.

lie mentions that Demas sent his greetings to the Colossian brethren.
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Oi.servation: It is significant that Demas is simply wentioned, and
nothing riore. Others mentioned were complinmented, but not Nemas. The
course of Demas is seen in Phile. 243 Col. %4214 and 2 Tim. 4315,

Derias is evidently an example of the "thorny ground” (Lk. 2314).

Salute the brethren, &:15.

1.

Paul requests the folossizn Lrethren to give his gsreetings to the

brethren at Laodicea.

(1) Laodicea was a city of Asia Hinor, the chief city of the province
of Phrygia, a fewv miles west of Colessae.

(?) Laodicea was one of the ''seven churches of Asia," DNlev. 3:li.

Paul requests the Colossian bretliren ro extend his greetings to

ilymphias.

Paul requests the Colossian brethren to extend his greetings to the

church which met iu the house of ilynphas.

Observations

(1) Paul was always concerned about and grateful for all the
brethren.

(2) ilynmpuas was evidently a devoted, influential Christian woman, of
great value to the church. Cf. Lydia. Taithful Christian women

are aluays towers of strength in the Lord’s wori.

then this epistle hath been read, 4:1C.

Paul tells the Colossian brethren

(1) First, to read the Colossian epistle themselvesj and then

(2) ™o cause it to be read in the church of the Laodiceaus.

lle tells the Colossian brethren also to read the enistle he was sending
to the Laodicean brethren.

Chservation: This is a simple, plain example of "church to church

assistance in spiritual natters,”



COTLOBEIANS 4

"And say to Archippus...' 4317,
1. Paul next gives instructions and admonitions to Archippus.
2. Paul tells hin to "take leed to the ministry"--
(1) Which he had received in the Lord;
(2) Being careful to faithfully discharge his duties.
3. Archippus was evideutly the son of Philemon and Apphia, Phile, 1,2.
Observatiocns:
4. Those vho labor as ministers of the Lord must
(1) Take heed--be careful--with reference to the work;
Fu

(2

1£i11 iv-~faithfully discharge their duties.

o3

Concluding rewmarks, 4313,
1. Paul added with his own hand the final greetiung. Gf, 2 Thess. 3:17,
2. THe requested the bretiiren to remember his bonds--his inprisonment.

3. ie prays God's favor to be upon them.
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As mentiored in the introductory notes; a peculiar &type of Judaism was

-

naking an attacl upon the church, the gospel, and the {hrist., This doctrine

tended to minimize and even to nullify the Sufficient Christ.

b=y

this Judaism

vere essential, then the Christ was not sufficient to the saving of the soul.
Dy enplhasizing the pre-eminence of and the all-sufficiency of the Christ, Paul
completely refuted this peculiar Judaism. Hence, the thenme of Colossisns
Sbrist~-the Pre-eminent ome; the Only and All-sufficient Zavior.
CHAYTZED Qe
SRS iy MRl

In the salutation Paul refers to the source of the letter; specifies those
addressed,; and ezpresses the salutatery prayer. Tie mentions his expression of
thankis to God for these bLrethren, and that Le always prayed for trhem. UWe
discusses their heavenly hope, and the gospel which produced it. e commends
Epaphras, and thus lends support and authority to his work. Paul discusses in
detail his prayer for the Colossian brzthren—-—the grounds for it; and that for
vhicl: lie prayed. e makes specific reference to the Father, who

of nis love." He discusses in

o

"...translated us iato the kingdom of the 3o
marvelous detail the Son-~his preiminence and his all-sufficiency. He men-—
tions specifically that reconciliation is through the Son, and stressed the
fact that upon their faithfulness they would be presentad before Christ, e
again discusses the gospel, referes to his own suffering, discusses his
inistry, God's mystery, the indwvelling Christ, and the proclaimed Christ, and

o

1is desire to present every mar perfect in Christ.

o

CHAPTLT Tu0:

Paul states that he did "strive" for the Colossian brethren, and for
others. e worked that all might knouv the Christ. e adnonishes the brethren
"that no one may delude you...." e tells them to heep on walking in Christ.
He 1nstructs the brethren not to be led astray. [le reemphasizes the
authority, position, and sufficiency of the Christ. WHe discusses spiritual
circumcision; and baptism's relationship to it. ¥He discusses God, his
resurrecting power, and the fact that God had raised these brethreu from the
dead. He emptiusizes the eund of Judaisu, and the Lord's authority even over

si
hostile forces of evil. HMe again admonishes that they not let the Judaizers



lead then astray, but that they held on to the sufficient savior. Te tells
T 7
them forcefully uot o subject themselves to human ordinances.

FEATICOTY Lpat £ 430 )
CUAPTER THRID:

Paul tells the brethrenm to "seek the thinss that are above," and to “put
to death” their “eartlward inclimations." e discusses the "new men" and
imstructs the brethren to "put on therefore” tue attributes of the wew man.

e instructs that they let the peace of ¢hrist and the word of Christ dwell in
thery, and that they do all in the nane of the Lord. Tle adronishes wives,
husbands; children, father; and servants to conduct therselves as followers of
the Christ,

CUAPTED FCUR:

Paul admonishes Christian masters, tells the brethren to “continue stead-

fastly in prayer," to "walk in wisdom" toward tlese vithout, and to guard
their speech. FEe discusses Tychicus and Onesimus, and "men that have heen 2
comfort unto me." e discusses Epaphras, Luke and Demas. Faul requests the
brethren to extend his greetings to other brethren, tells them to read the
Colossian epistle and the Laodicean epistle, and to cause the brethren of
Laodicea to read the Colossian epistle. Ye admonishes Archippus; and makes

his concluding remarls.

(Completed these notes on Colossians lMareh 1, 1261.)






